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A NEW VARIETY OF GALIUM CONFER - 
TUM ROYLE EX HOOK. F. FROM 
N.W. HIMALAYAS -j j j Vj 

Galium confertum Royle ex Hook. f. var. 

laceanum Nayar et Malick. var. nov. 

A typo, ovario glabro differt. 

Decumbent-ascending, slender, multicauline, 
perennial (?) herbs with a woody base. Stems 
branched, quadrangular, patently soft, long white 
hairy. Leaves 4-5 in a whorl, 0.5-1 x 0.4-0.5 cm, 
subsessile or shortly petioled by narrowing of 
leaf bases, rounded or obovate-oblong with 
narrowed base, obtuse or rounded, slightly retuse 
or mucronate, margins recurved, patently soft 
white hairs on both sides, 1-nerved, upper leaves 
smaller. Inflorescences axillary and terminal cymes 
forming a lax compound panicle. Flowers 2 mm 
long, tetramerous; pedicels upto 0.5 mm long, 
thinly patently hairy or glabrate; calyx-tube 
adnate to the ovary, teeth absent; corolla 
2.5-2.8 mm across, divided nearly to the base, 
tube 0.4 mm long, glabrous within, lobes ovate, 
3-nerved, acuminate, glabrous, 1 mm long; 
stamens 4, inserted on the throat, filaments 
0.5 mm long, anthers minute, ovoid, dorsifixed; 
ovary inferior, glabrous, 2-celled, ovule 1 in each 
cell; styles 2, 0.5 mm long, divided halfway; 
stigma globose. Young fruits glabrous. 

N. W. Himalaya: Bashahr, Rogi cliffs, 3000 m, 
2 August, 1890, J. H. LaceA 69 (holotype-CAL); 
Kunawur, 2333-2600 m, 17 August, 1847, Thomson 
s. n. (GAL). 

Closely resembles Galium confertum Royle ex 
Hook. f. (excl. Kunawur 2333-2600 m, 17 August, 
1847, Thomson s.n.) but differs in having glabrous 
ovary. It also differs in having more dense in¬ 
dumentum. 
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